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ANNUAL REPORT CF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF 


ed HEALTH 
FOR THE URBAN DISTRICT OF SAINT NEOTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3197 DECEMBER 1970 


9: The Chairman and Members of the St. Neots Urban District Council. 
rp, Chairman and Councillors, 


I have the honour to present my Annual Report on the health and 
tary conditions of the District for the year ended 3lst December, 


Population, The estimated mid year population rose by 920 during 
2 year bringing the total for 1970 to 14,630. Although this increase 
| somewhat more than that which occurred last year it does, never- 
e~less, indicate fairly closely the average figure by which the 
ypulation of the Urban District has been rising over the last five 

LES » 


Birth Rate. During the year 283 live births were credited to 
1e District as compared with 274 last year. This gives a local 
orrected live birth rate of 15.1 which is fractionally below the 
igure for 1969 and compares favourably with the national average 
f 16.0 per 1,000 population. 3 still births occurred this year 
Ompared with 4 last year, 


infant Mortality 4 infants died this year in the Urban District 
efore reaching the age of twelve months, giving an infant mortality 
ate of 14 per 1,000 live births. This is a slight improvement over 
ast years figure when 5 infants died ~ the infant mortality rate 

hen being 18 per 1,000 live births. 


_ Deaths 124 residents of the District died during the year 
Ving a local adjusted death rate of 12.3 per 1,000 population. This 
a fractional increase on last year's rate of 11.8 and stands 
ightly above the national average of 11,7.. 
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ANNUAL REPORT (Cont'd) 


20% of the deaths were due to malignant disease and 51% to 
disorders of the cardio-vascular systen. 


Infectious Disease Notifiable infectios disease ran at a 
somewhat higher level this year as compared with last. There were, 
in fact, 70 notifications received - 40 of them being in respect of 
measles and 18 in respect of infective jaundice. This latter condition 
was much more prevalent this year and was still increasing when the 
year came to an end. Many of the cases relate to children in the 5 = 
10 age group and it seems likely that they contribute considerably to 
the spiral of the disease, not only to other school children but also 
to a proportion of the adult population. Movement of new population 
into the town seems to me to be related to the incidence of this 
condition, as has occurred in neighbouring Authorities, and it may 
well be that, as the population grows, new cases of infective jaundice 
ean be expected, 


Visits have been paid by myself and by the Public Health 
Inspector to affected households to advise on ways and means of 
reducing the risk of spread. 


Social Conditions 


Housing The development of the town continued without interruption 
during the year in keeping with the housing needs brought about by 
industrial expansion. 


During the year the 2,000th Council house was completed in the 
Duck Lane area as part of the Council's programme for 120 dwellings. 
In terms of private development, this continued at approximately the 
game rate as in the previous year with new estates continuing in all 
four corners of the town, viz. Hawkesden Estate, Potton Road Estate, 
Crosshall and Shakespeare Road. 7 


Main Drainage The first stage of the Eaton Socon relief sewer 
was completed and designs of further trunk sewers and enlargement 
of the pumping station was initiated. The design of extensions to 
the sewage treatment works was aporoved by the Ministry, ready for the 
physical work to be started in 1971. 
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ANNUAL REPORT (Cont'd) 
Hospital Facilities Negotiations are still going on between 


the various Local Authorities concerned and the Regional Hospital 
Board as to the future programme for the provision of a new hospital 
in Huntingdon. It is hoped that more definite confirmation will be 


: 
forthcoming at a fairly early date. 


Finally I should like to express my thanks to Mr. Ostler and all 
the staff of the Department for their hard work and steady support 


throughout the year. 


I am, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


JAMES CALDWELL. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2018 with funding trom 
Wellcome Library 


https://archive.org/details/o30129941 


[ANNUAL REPORT (Cont'd) 


‘Medical Officer of Health: 


Seevagawel! G.A,C.P, & S, (ED)., L.R.F.P.& S. (GL)., 
D.P.H. 


Public Health Inspector: 
R.A. Ostler, M.A.P.H.I., Dip.R.I.P.H.& H, 
Meat Inspector Assistant (Authorised) 


D.R. Hill (Cert. of Meat Inspection R.S.H.) 
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SOCIAL STATISTICS 


Total Area 2,722 acres 
St. Neots 996 acres 
Eynes bury 385 acres 
Eaton Socon 1,331 acres 


Estimated Population 


Mid-1969 13,710 
Mid=1970 14,630 


Rateable Value 


As at lst April, 1970 £588, 664 
Product of a Penny Rate £2,205 
No, of inhabited houses AAG 
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St. Neots Urban District Council 


Vital Statistics for the year 1970 


Estimated mid-year population ...ccccccsccvecce 14,650 


Live Births Male Female Total 
Legitimate 141 124 265 
Illegitamate 8 10 18 

Totals 149 134 283 


Birth rate per 1,000 estimated population ....cecccocccece 1905 
Birth rate corrected by comparability factor (.78) Seay res Bea | 
Birth rate per 1,000 population (England and Wales) es... 16.0 


Still Births 
Legitimate L 2 > 
Illegitimate - ~ ~ 


Totals 1 2 


commoner sm SE TEES 


Still birth rate per 1,000 total live and still births .. 10 
Still birth rate per 1,000 total live and still births 
(England and Wales) eoeoeeove i 


Deaths eeeeeaoe oc ooseeoceesvseveoeeeoevedseoaeege 68 56 i24 


Death rate per 1,000 estimated population .....-ecccecce 865 
Death rate corrected by comparability factor (1.45) ....12.3 
Death rate per 1,000 estimated population (England 

and Wales)...11.7 
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Vital Statistics for the year 1970 (Cont'd) 


dnfant LA Bot ACS 
Male Female Total 
Legitimate 2 
Illegitimate 


betas 


2 
2 


Infant Mortality rate (Deaths of Infants under 1 year per 
1,000 live births)’ ..ccsccce 14 
Infant Mortality rate (England and Wales ....ccccescceccccee 1S 


Table classifying deaths under age groups 


Age Male Female Total 
Under 4 weeks 2 2 4. 
4 weeks and under 1 year ~ ~ us 
l year and under 4 years es a ‘a 
5 and under 14 years - “ - 
15 and under 24 years 1 > 4 
25 and under 34 years 2 = 2 
35 and under 44 years 2 = 2 
45 and under 54 years 4 1 5 
55 and under 64 years 0 4 17 
65 and under ‘74 years 24 19 43 
75 years and over 20 27 47 
68 56 124 
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St. Neots Urban District Council 
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The following table indicates the trend in population, birth 
and death rates for the District over the past 5 years:-— 


1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 


Population 11,080 11,900 13,000 13,710 14,630 

Births 

Total live births 255 255 246 274 283 

Crude birth rate 22.8 21.4 18.9 20,0 a Pe 

Area comparability factor 089 oe o19 080 o18 
Corrected birth rate 20.3 17.6 14.9 16.0 15.1 

Birth rate (England & Wales) 17.7 17.2 16.9 16.3 16.0 

Deaths 

Total deaths 88 103 116 115 124 

Crude death rate 79 8.7 8.9 8.4 8.5 

Area comparability factor 0B L- 1,42 1,41 1.40 1.45 
Corrected death rate 9.2 12.4 12.5 Let 12.5 

Death rate (England & Wales) 11.7 11.2 211.9 411.9 #£4£11.7 


Notifications of Infectious Disease during 1970 


Total cases notified 


Searlet Fever ne 
Whooping Cough ak 
Diphtheria ~ 
Measles 40 
Typhoid Fever = 
Paratyphoid Fever = 
Acute Poliomyelitis = 
Infective Jaundice 18 
Food Poisoning 3 
Dysentery ve 
Acute Meningitis 2 
Tuberculosis 5 

Total 70 
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St. Neots Urban District Council 


CAUSES OF DEATHS 
(Registrar General's List) 


Causes 


Malignant Neoplasm, Stomach 
Malignant Neoplasm, Intestine 
Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus 
Malignant Neoplasm, Breast 

Malignant Neoplasm, Uterus 

Other Malignant Neoplasms 

Diabetes Mellitus 

Other diseases of nervous system 
Chronic Rheumatic heart disease 
Hypertensive Disease 

Ischaemic Heart Disease 

Other forms of Heart Disease 
Cerebrovascular Disease 

Other Diseases of Circulatory System 
Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis and Emphysema 

Other Diseases of Respiratory System 
Other Diseases of Digestive System 
Other Diseases, Genito-Urinary System 
Congenital Anomalies 

Birth Injury, Difficult Labour, etc. 
Other causes of Perinatal mortality 


Motor Vehicle Accidents 


All other accidents 


Total all causes 
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st. Neots Urban District Council 
‘TUBERCULOSIS 
Total number of persons on Register at 3list December, 1970... 36 


Pulmonary ..co. 31 Non=Pulmonary ..coo 5 

New cases = Diagnosed New Cases - Transfers 
Age Respiratory Non-Respiratory Respiratory Non-Respirator} 
Periods canes M F hall M F 
as ~ = = = - a= ae ar 
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No action was found to be necessary under the Public Health 
(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1952, in connection with 
persons suffering from Tuberculosis employed in the milk trade, or 
under Section 172 of the Public Health Act, 1936, which deals with 
the compulsory removal to hospital of persons suffering from 
Tuberculosis, 
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St, Neots Urban District Counsell 
GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA 


(a) Laborato R 


The following facilities have been available to this 
Authority and to General Practitioners in the area:-= 


acilities 


Public Health Laboratory Service, Tennis Court Road, 
Cambridge. (Tel. Cambridge 55526) 

Public Analyst (S. Greenburgh, Ph.D., B.Sc., F.I.C.) 
Tenison Road, Cambridge (Tel. Cambridge 2097) 


(b) Ambulance Service 
Ambulances administered by the County Ambulance Service 
operating in conjunction with the County Fire Service, 
have been available on doctor's orders. (Tel. pepkiperon 
3348 


(c) Home Nursing 
Nurse /Midwives employed and supervised by the Huntingdon 
and Peterborough County Council carried out home nursing 
and attended maternity cases in the District. 


ent Centres 


(1) The following Heaith Services were provided by the 
Huntingdon and Peterborough County Council:= 


Clinic Patients seen When held Where held 
Infant Children Thursday 2=4p.m, Child Health Centre 
Welfare (0-5 years) & ond Monday in Almond Road, 
month 2-4p.me St. Neots. 
Dental Pre-school & Be appointment Child Health Centre 
school children Almond Road, 
St Neots. 
Pre-natal & ay appointment Child Health Centre, 
Nursing Mothers Almond Road, 


St, Neots. 
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(d) Clinic and Treatment Centres (Cont'd) 


(11) The following Health Services were provided by the 


Regional Hospital Board:= 


Clinic Patients seen When held 


Chest All ages Every Thursday 
9.30—-12,30 p.m. 
2-3 ple 


Veneral All cases Tuesday and 
Disease Thursday from 
2-6 or Me. 
Males Monday from 5p.m. 
Wednesday from 


) 
) 
S50). ih, | 


Females Tuesday from 
10.30 a.m, 
Thursday from 
AS507 p/n; 


(111) The following service is provided 


Where held 


County Hospital, 
Huntingdon. 


Addenbrooke's 
Hospital, 
Cambridge. 


Ciinic 5 
Outpatients 
Department, 
Peterborough 
Memorial 
Hospital, 
Peterborough. 


under the 


Supplementary Ophthalmic Scheme of the National 


Health Service:-— 


Clinic Patients seen When held 


Ophthalmic Pre-school & By appointment 
school children 


Where held 


Child Health Centre, 
Nursery Road, 
Huntingdon. 


Medical, Surgical, Orthopaedic, Paediatric, Skin, 
Obstetrical, Gynaecological and Dental Outpatients Clinics 
are held at Huntingdon County Hospital and Addenbrooke's 
Hospital, Cambridge, to which General Practitioners can refer 


their patients for specialist investigation. 
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St. Neots Urban District Council 


(e) Hospital Services 


(f) 


Fever Cases of Infectious Disease requiring Hospital 
treatment were admitted to Isolation Hospitals at 
Cambridge, Peterborough or Ely. 


General Hospital Services were provided by the County 
Hospital, Huntingdon and Addenbrooke's Hospital, 


Cambridge. 


Maternity Cases were admitted to Primrose Lane Maternity 
Hospital, Huntingdon and to Mill Road,Maternity Hospital, 
Cambridge. 


Family Planning Clinics 


Huntingdon Held at Child Health Centre, Nursery Road, 
| Huntingdon. 
Every Wednesday 7 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 
(To make an appointment call at Clinic or 
telephone Huntingdon 3398 after 7 p.m. 
Wednesday evenings ONLY ) , 


St, Ives Held at the Child Health Centre, Ramsey Road, 
| St. Ives. Every Monday 9.30 = 1] a.m. 
(To make an appointment call at Clinic or 
telephone St. Ives 2622 during session ONLY) 


St. Neots. Held at Child Health Centre, Almond Road, 
) St. Neots. Tuesday evenings 7 = 9 p.m. 
Ist and 3rd Thursday mornings 9.30-11.30 a.m. 
(To make an appointment,telephone St. Neots 
2261 during session times ONLY) 
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To: The Chairman and Members of the St. Neots Urban District 
Council, 
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


IT have the honour to include my report for the year 1970, 
which has been European Conservation Year = the greatest 
international effort the world has yet seen to get people to 
care for their environment. In part a reaction to the excesses 
of the modern affluent society, it also results from a great 
increase in education standards leading to a new awareness of 
the quality of life and the importance of the environment in 
which it is lived. In ow previously small and now rapidly 
expanding town of St. Neots can be seen in microcosm the 
problems of developing societies today = increasing population, 
presure resulting in pollution of water and air, noise, 
strangulation by the ubiquitous motor vehicle, the dumping of 
litter etc, 


Unfortunately we are often too selfish; we abuse our 
surroundings and then wonder why they become unsightly and 
dangerous to health. Pollution is produced by each one of us 
in our daily lives, and made worse by our increasing demand for 
luxury products combined with a reluctance to bear the fuil 
cost of adequate disposal of the waste materials resulting 
from their manufacture. It is not only the faceless 'them' 
who are responsible - it is too often ‘us’. Despite their 
imaginative plan for town development, the success of the 
Council in achieving attractive surroundings depends on ali 
of us understanding this, and involving ourselves ina 
partnership of conservation. 


Nationally, the urgency of this problem has been 
recognised by the establishment of a Department for the 
Environment, and of a Royal Commission on Environmental 
Pollution. In their first report, the Commission maintain 
that failure te safeguard the environment on a local level 
arises 'not on account of inadequate laws, nor lack of 
technical knowledge, but because the laws are not being 
enforced = sometimes through indifference but usually 
because those responsible are unable or unwilling to meet 
the costs of control'. Claims on resources such as new 
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housing, education, private consumption and investment have 
to be viewed in perspective with the necessity for cleaner 
air and water, less noise and more pleasant surroundings. 
It is a question of where our priorities should lie. 


When a stronger and more effective structure of local 
government emerges from the present proposals for reform, 4 
certain anticipation will be the creation of a Department of 
adequate trained professional staff with good clerical and 
technical facilities, charged with local environmental control. 
The Public Health Inspector is the only officer with 
sufficient breadth of training and experience to perform this 
duty. 


| However, at present in the absence of local catastrophe 
such as a food poisoning outbreak or epedemic, the very success 
of his work makes it unconspicuous. It is, therefore, a 
tempting field of economy for Council's with small resources, 
St. Neots has for many years been deprived of a health 
department adequately staffed to evaluate, control and advise 
on the numerous impacts of change on our growing community. 
The suggested, but long delayed, appointment of a qualified 
assistant would enable the resumption of essential routine 
inspections and the commencement of responsibilities which 
could never previously be assumed. 


In present circumstances I can only regret the inadequacy 
of the report that follows. 


R.A. OSTLER 
PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 
LICENCES AND REGISTRATIONS 
Caravan Site etc, Act 1960 
Private Site (one caravan only) 1 


A further site containing fifty caravans is maintained 
by the Council at Eynesbury. 


Slaughterhouse Act, 1958 
Private abattoir i 


Slaughter of Animals Act 


ide licences s (renewal) T 
n (new) 5 
Game Act 1931 
Game dealers 2 
Pet a ay 2? 3 
Tropical fish breeder 1 
Food and gs Act 1959 
a Registrations for Micsre and sale of icecream and 
manufacture of preserved foods ete. to date 49 
Registration of milk ttyl batorsen to date 6 


 Scrar al Dealers Act 1964 
Re-registrations roving lapse of original registrations 2 


Petroleum (Regulation) Acts, 1928 and 1936 


Storage of petroleum spirit | or mixtures 40 
Storage of carbide or calcium : Nil 


When petroleum licence renewals were invited, opportunity was 
taken to remind applicants of modified licence .conditions 
regulating storage. In particular they have now been required by 
the Council to submit annual certificates of electrical safety 
from an approved collector, When inspections were carried out, 
a majority were found to have electrical faults, and a number 
of these required complete re-wiring. 
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| The following samples were taken during the year and submitted 
| to the Public Health Laboratory in Cambridge. 


| Icecream soft Icecream Other 
| Mobiles Icecream 
| Grade I ce rsa = 1 8 
| Grade II Satisfactory e % 3 
Grade III (Unsatisfactory) <= 1 ~ 
| Grade IV (Unsatisfactory) = = = 
| Cream 


One unsatisfactory sample led to examination of methods of 
cartoning, following which a repeat sample was satisfactory. 


Milk 


Samples of pasteurised milk were taken from four dealers 
and from a cafe counter dispenser. All were satisfactory. 


WATER 


A total of 47 samples were taken for bacteriological examination 
as followsse 


Exrom Main supply 


From Bedfordshire supply = 7 (all satisfactory) 
From Nene and Ouse supply @._. I16.( " " 


In two samples taken from the Nene and Ouse supply plate counts 
of 4 colonies were reported, but in no samples were coliform 
organisms found. 


Swimming Pools 


Sst. Neots Swimming Pool = 7 (all quite satisfactory) 


2, School Learner pools (3) Ten samples were taken. One 


only was unsatisfactory owing to a temporary lapse of 
vigilance during a period of heavy use. Repeat samples 
from the same pool gave good results. 
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MEAT INSPECTION 


At the only abattoir in the district, one hundred per cent 
inspection was maintained by a full-time inspector, who 
was in attendance during almost the entire period of 
slaughtering’ hours, 


It was not found necessary to evoke the power to fix times 
of slaughtering under the Meat Inspection (Amendment) 
Regulations 1966, 


The abattoir is fully approved and regularly inspected by the 
Ministry of Agriculture for the export of meat to the continent. 
Consignments have been mainly of sheep, and these are 
additionally inspected by an authorised veterinary officer. 

At periods in the year, exports of sheep to France exceeded 

600 per week, 


The following table shows the number of animals killed and 
inspected during 1970, the comparative figures for 1969 being 
shown in brackets, 


Cattle Cows Calves Sheen Pigs Lotal 
20 31,653 25,210 57,621 


132 6 20 
(468) (12) (98) (24,473) (26,693) (51,744) 


Cattle Cows Calves Sheep Pigs 
All diseases except Tuberculosis and Cysticercosis 


Whole carcases condemned 1 5 2 16 116 
Part or organ condemned 140 1 EA, O4k eye 
Percentage affected 19% 6% 15% 13.7% 4% 
Tuberculosis only 

Whole carcases condemned «<= = - ~ = 

Part or organ condemned = = ~ - D2 

Percentage affected = - - ~ . 06% 
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Cysticerci 
Part or organ condemned 1 = = = = 


Carcases sent for 
refrigeration 


oe Seer 


AQETS: oe a8 


ne, 


rheth sit? nt a ee 
Lyt & wt heats beth 

> ow > et rs teas. < 7 ed mee 
' » &% > é—We 1 ale BT 8 on ls satord 


nN . GP: 
a) 4 


A +e oe 
Sut S40Vve of rraee sce ity 


_ 


a J : “wat vy i es > oe 5 me “ 
MV i OEM BT thats ait TSdSAO ated 


e 
7 é “1% 
7 . 


Nive bevy 948 flat @ 
: o7uxe ey TO; evotilos “di 


| | to yiechsa aeed 
yiscitevev See ivodtive as ye heen 
re Si - - Ter TO a? Bari? 4 sed 


ITS IO. tedru odd ewots olds a 
rus VITBT8U0Oo edt “OVOL aie 


» 
4 Zr 
: 4 hr 
¢ - — 
P 
. f 
‘ P ? : 
4 . . 
ene 4 . a A é i; ; \ a 3 } 
oe Ba OE 7 vet vee REREAD. 
; f : wy : 
: ’ ' y rc. | 3 ary 
“s > wll bseebete own 
{ é ¢ , ‘ 7. th { rs Pee | 
; > lass eee At) 


~~ 
t 


OPO Te EE IN ON eas Hab 


t 
we wus -~ | a 
e y 


or oe 


t 


-_ <. i 


Oe A Re 


se mie eg hiinlbmeeetind Git ok Curt 
ie : 7 
: © 
a ts ns f . 
Lid 
d ivé 
Z 7 ~ 
Jj oe I H, - ¥ 


1 ob bene everett dilinatememenaiyesecenenmiihiapeats : ; _ be pha , 
Tae nr ny ~~ on ime 


: The lew incidence of cysticerci may be explained by the fact 
that the cattle slaughtered were mainly barley-fed. 


| There are at present no poultry-slaughtering establishments 
in the district, and inspection is limited to visual 
examination of those exposed for sale at the market amd 
| shops. 
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REASONS FOR CONDEMNATION 


The following are the reasons for the seizure of whole 
carcases shown in the table above: 


Cattle | Pyelonephritis, septic metritis (2), Oedema 4 
Calves - Immaturity, Joint ill 2 
sheep Oedema and emaciation 12 

Multiple abscesses 2 

Pyaemia, septic pneumonia 2 

Pigs Gen. pyaenia 16 

Septic arthritis rds: 

Septic pneumonia Ze 

Multiple abscesses 10 

Oedema and emaciation li 

septicaemia, septic pleurisy and peritonitis 14 

Jaundice and nephritis 5 

Emaciation 4 

Miscellaneous ll 

Tons Cwt Lbs 

Meat seized at abattoir 
i) Carcase meat 8 9 42 
(ii) Offal 9 12 69 
Meat at retail shops - 98 
Cooked meat and meat products ~ = 36 
Canned meats ~ = 18 
Canned foods ether than meat ~ 2 27 
Other Foods - 34 
18 ) 


100 


A further 2+ cwt of miscellaneous items of frozen foods were 
accepted for surrender owing to refrigeration failure. 
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1999 
Although no prosecutionswere taken during this year, some 
strong warnings were given in respect of some fifteen cases 
of the sale of food containing extraneous objects, or in 
mouldy or unsound condition, 


A number related to food sold after expiration of the period 
recommended by the manufacturers, Retailers were warned 

about their liabilities in law in this regard, urged to arrange 
for more efficient stock rotation, to familiarise themselves 
with manufacturer's codes and to distrust the assurances of 
deliverymen that they would themselves ensure the removal 

of out of date stock, 


Among other complaints received were: 


Le Sausages containing a violet dye which emerged when 
they were cooked, 


2. Flies in bread, & sausage, a pork-pie and in pre- 
packed bacon... 


3,  # Milk bottles containing extraneous matter. 


In the last case the dairy concerned has now installed 
the most modern electronic detection equipment which 
should help to reduce future complaints of dirty milk 
bottles by eliminating the chance of human error. 
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DMCC nCURCMICLONSTY  ~ ccs cdcos ec oscccosecoceoosvone 
General Stores ecCoooodgdo so 0e0 ee 9 0CHTOCAGVGCOGOCORAZOAIDGAPZD HOCKCAAO00 C00 
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Dairies PC9FPOCKOFHOHKHDOOFCOFHOHDAOVF FOF OGCOOCAOOOA0AOOCFDOCXZ0LFL 008 C8000 

Butchers C9HOTCOCOHOAXLAAGAHLHOOHGSCHHAOHDDFHOAOGDTGDAFTLADDGO0OKHFOFOO00O0000 1 
Bakers ©@09HLTOHOeEGCDGOHOOLDOFDVLCODODDOCOGO0029OD0HFDXAO0200CRXAO000000000 2 
Bread and Cake Shops o@oo# CCC KGC9DFHGHODDGDPCGDDGD0DDASPOOAGDA090O0AG0O00 3 
Hotels S20 CO8AACOHHGOXDFGDGOODFPHOCXOGHHOKHOAKCHOOFOHOAOGOOAOHOD0OD00O00000 8 


Licensed premises other than hotels, off=—licenses ...c000 
Cafes and restaurants CODKCOCOCOOCODOOVOOOCODO2LOOOCOO0O2002008 
i co ono e+ Go occ escoeoesoeooscescccsve 
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No. on No. of Deficiences 
Register Inspections found 


Factories with 
mechanical power 65 4 1 
Workplaces 5 


— J 
=m — ——) ——a 
70 4 1 
a =D ora 


OUT WORKERS 


The number of outworkers reported as employed within the 
district is as follows: 


Assembly and painting of plastic toys ai 
Leather work and glove manufacture 5 


= Fy 
62 
=F 


No instances were found of work in unwholesome premises. 
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The Council decided to participate in this campaign to emphasize 
the importance of keeping medecines away from children. All 
local chemists and doctors agreed to co-operate, and special 
bags and locked boxes were distributed to chemist's shops and 
surgeries, with display posters. 


Although unfortunately the Home Office did not agree to 
proposed collection direct from homes by the local Voluntary 
Welfare Association, householders still continue to surrender 
drugs themselves, and good collection has been achieved. 


Noise Abatement Act 1960 


Although joint letters of complaint were received from households 
adjoining two factories on the industrial estate, alleging 

various forms of disturbance, complaints showed a welcome 
recession in the latter half of the year, It is believed 

that measures taken by the managements to enjoin carefuliness 

on the part of their employees are now having some effect. Internal 
insulation is being required in the case of one factory. 

I am glad to report a gereral reduction in the incidence of 
miscellaneous noise complaints during the year. 
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OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATLWAY PREMISES ACT 1963 


A. Registration and Generali Inspections 


es SSS SSE 


No. of 
premises 
receiving 
No of premises general 
No of premises registered inspection 
registered at end of during the 
Class of Premises during year year year. 
Offices 5 49 2 
Retail Shops fs 78 ao 
Wholesale shop8,warehouses = 4 = 
Catering establishments, 
canteens = 15 3 
Fuel storage depots = 1 ~ 
10 147 20 
Total number of visits of all kinds made 65 


The total number of persons employed in these premises was 962 


eS 


(397 males and 565 females) 
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B. Analysis of Contraventions 


vection No. of contraventions found _ 


Cleanliness 
Temperature 

Sanitary conveniences 
Washing facilities 


First aid 
Fencing exposed 
machinery 


C. bxemptions 


No exemptions are now current and no new application was 
received during the year. 


dD. Prosecutions 


None were instituted during the year. 


BE. Accidents 


No accidents were reported this year. 
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HOUSING 


No, of Notices served = Informal Nil 
Formal pf 


(2) Public Health Acts 


No. of Notices served = 11 Informal 6 
Formal 4 

No. of houses repaired after service of Notices 6 

1, Undertakings accepted (Section 16) ecccseece 2 
2. Undertakings cancelled Bite wie.s'e'9 L 
3, Closing Orders made (Section 17) ES 6c Z 
4. Demolition Order made (Section 17) ..cccocse Nil 
5. Closing Orders made (Section 18) eocccons Nil 
6. Closing Orders determined occccece 2 


Clearance Areas 


No clearance areas were declared or confirmed during 
the year. 
im 
(1) standard Grants 

1. No. of applications received 


a) owner/occupiers if 
(b) tenanted houses 3 
No. of above applications refused yy, 


2, No. of dwellings improved: 


. owner/occupier 4 
b) tenanted houses 6 
3, Amount paid in grants £1,477 
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Improvement Grants (Cont'd) 
(2) Discretionary Grants 


1, No. of applications received 


a) owner/occupiers 6 
b) tenanted houses Nil 
No. of above applications refused 3 
2. No. of dwellings improved 
a) owner/occupiers 2 
(b) tenanted houses Nil 
3, Amount paid in grants £1,380 


(3) Special Grant 
One application was made, but refused, 


improvement Areas 
No improvement areas have been declared to date. 


2o improvement of dwellings not in improvement areas 
Two private house tenants requested the Council to 
use compulsory powers to achieve improvement of their 
houses. However, following a later change of ownership 
it is hoped to achieve improvement by agreement without 
resort to service of notice. 


Rent Act 1957 
No application for Certificates of Disrepair or for the 
cancellation of Certificates were received, 


for which informal control has been found adequate. 
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RODENT CONTROL 


4 private firm, Messrs. South Beds Pest Control. provide a 
service on contract for control of vermin and insects in 
domestic premises, and for baiting of sewers and Council 
properties. No service is now offered to business premises, 


(Corresponding figures for 1969 are shown in brackets) 


——— 


Number of properties in district 6010 
Total No. of properties inspected on 
| complaint 163 (250) 
No. infested by i) rats 118 wee 
(b) mice 65 (16 


Properties inspected in connection 


with above 173 ea 
No. infested by (a) rats 34 (55 
(b) mice 15 (4) 


Sewer manholes baited 14 (144) 
No, found infested Nil (4) 
No. of insect infestations treated 97 (45) 


SS a er RE TS = 


A welcome decrease in the number of rat complaints this year 
has unfortunately been balanced by an increase in infestations 
by mice, Most of these have been found attributable to 
unobserved gaps left by contractors in the cladding of newly 
constructed houses, wi-sealed pipe ducts etc. 


A large proportion of insect complaints were of wasps. 
Although confined to a limited season. the time taken in 
destruction of nests threatened to absorb the operator's time 
completely to the exclusion of the much more urgent task of 
destroying rodents. 


Accordingly the Council agreed to impose a standard charge of 
£1. for destroying nests, arrangements for refund to be available 
in cases of hardship at the discretion of the Financial Officer. 
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